
 
Summoning the Sun 

 (Compliments of Dr. Blackburn) 
 
(the Fool) Room, room, brave gallants all, and give us room to rhyme!  
We come to show activity about this wintertime.  
The roots of our great festival lie hidden at the base   
Of Ygdrasil, the World Tree, and these for you I'll trace.   
 
At Hanukkah the lights do blaze for eight nights and a day   
And Maccabees do celebrate midwinter victory.  
Saint George shall come and die by swords that circle round his neck  
As winter dies, so shall he die, and then to life like spring.  
In Sweden, Saint Lucia brings her little Christmas Jul,  
And Saturnalia brings from Rome the ancient Feast of Fools.   
 
A star shone over Bethlehem to guide the wise men three   
And in Japan it's time to cut your Kado Matsu tree.  
In the pueblos of New Mexico they dance the matachin   
And light the luminaria to guide the wise men in.   
 
For African-Americans, it's Kwanza time tonight   
For seven spirit principles to show the inner light.  
For the Iroquois, the snow-snakes are the game of winter feasts   
Where Big Heads go a-visiting to banish winter's beast.   
 
In northern lands around the world the fires are alight   
To drive away the darkness on this, the longest night.  
We bid you carol with us, sing wassail every one   
Now, welcome in the New Year and summon up the sun! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDER... 
 

Special Holiday Weeks Schedule  
 

There will be no Homework Helper as part of Childminding this week.   
 
The Winter Break begins immediately following the All-School Holiday 
Show this Friday the 18th.  Dismissal will be directly from the classrooms 
following the show.  All children must be picked up at that time.  The 
school will be closing at noon.  There will be NO childminding or 
afterschool classes on Friday. 
 
Monday, January 4th is a Teacher Workshop Day.  Classes will resume on 
Tuesday, January 5th.   Have a wonderful Holiday Season! 
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Calendar 

for the Week 
 
Monday, December 14 
 
Chorus at Lenox Hill 

- 4:30p 
- 331 E. 70th St. 

 
Tuesday, December 15 
 
Potlatch for Children 
 
 
Wednesday, December 16 
 
 
 
Thursday, December 17 
 
Adult Yoga 

- 8:30a 
- Gym 

 
 
Friday, December 18 
 
Last Day of School Term 
(Half-day!) 
 
Holiday Show  

- 9:00-11:00a 
- St. Monica’s Hall 
- Dismissal from 

classrooms 
immediately 
following show 
 

____________________ 

 
 

 
Curriculum... 

All Families Welcome! 
Don’t Miss… 

 

The Caedmon School  
All-School Holiday Show 

 

Friday, December 18th, 2008 
9:00 – 11:00 am (approximately) 

St. Monica’s Church Hall 
(…enter on 79th Street, to right of church stairs) 

 
Come and enjoy multi-cultural holiday music  

from many traditions, performed by... 
 

 The Elementary Program, The Caedmon Chorus, 
Caedmon-In-Motion, and Beginners/Early Program.  

 
Early dismissal for the holiday break  

will take place from the classrooms immediately following the performance.     
   
 
Community… 

No Frills Vacation Camp 

December 21-23 and December 28-31 
 

8:00am – 3:30pm 
 

$50 per Half-Day / $100 per Full Day 
BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH!  

Morning and Afternoon Snack will be Provided 
 

Contact Andrew Kagan at: kagan@caedmonschool.org, 
212-879-2296 ext. 316, or by leaving a note with Mrs. Virella. 

   _____________________________________ 
 
Community Sharing... 

The Potlatch is  

Tuesday, December 15th 
(Elementary Levels) 

 
Children should bring their Potlatch gifts to school that day, and 
take them to their classrooms.  For those who forget, or are sick 
that day, a follow-up Potlatch will take place on Wednesday. 

 
Have your children prepared their gifts yet?   

 

Happy Potlatch Everybody!  
       

_____________________________________ 
 
Curriculum... 

The Heifer Project 
All-Day Early Program Children 

 
Ms. Bakker and the Early Program teachers would like to remind you that 
the Heifer jars are due back by this TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15th.   
 

Fill ‘em up with coins and let’s buy some animals! 

 
"give not a cup, but a cow" 

   _____________________________________ 
 



 
 
Field Trips in Store 

 
The Caedmon Chorus to 
Lenox Hill Community 
Center 

- December 14 
- 4:45p 

 
 
  ____________________ 

 
Coming Events 

 
School Closed / Winter 
Break 
Monday, December 21 – 
Monday, January 4 
 
No-Frills Vacation Camp 
December 21 – 23 and 
December 28 – 31  
 
School Re-Opens 
Tuesday, January 5 
 
FACES Workshop - TBA 
Tuesday, January 12 
 
School Closed / Martin 
Luther King Day 
Monday, January 18 
 
CFA General Meeting 
Thursday, January 21 
 
Caedmon Music School 
Recital #1 
Thursday, January 21 
 
Montessori Monday for 
EP and Beg Families 
Monday, January 25 
 
Caedmon Music School 
Recital #2 
Thursday, January 28 
 
Re-Enrollment Contracts 
Due 
Saturday, January 30 
 
 
 
  ____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Community/Health... 

Letter from NYC  
Regarding H1N1 Vaccinations 

 
Please take a moment to read the following letter and contact Miguel Gomez 
Marshall should you have any questions. (212-879-2296) 
 
 
NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE  
Thomas Farley, M.D., M.P.H.  
Commissioner   
  
December 1, 2009  
  
Dear Parent or Guardian:  
  
Thank you for participating in New York City’s school-based H1N1 
vaccination program.  If your child has received an initial dose of the H1N1 
vaccine, and is less than 10 years old, a second dose of vaccine will help 
ensure that he or she is fully protected against the H1N1 virus.  The second 
dose should be administered at least 21 days after the first dose.   
  
As part of the City’s school vaccination program, the Health Department is 
preparing to offer second doses of vaccine to all students who received a 
first dose.  Students who received vaccinations in their school, through a 
weekend clinic, or through a private health care provider are eligible for a 
second dose.   
  
If you have submitted a consent form and your child has received the first 
dose outside of school, please contact your child’s school.  The school’s 
H1N1 designee will need to receive the following information, either over 
the phone or in writing:  
  
• Student’s full name (first, middle, last)  
• Student’s date of birth (mm/dd/yyyy for example 12/04/2002)  
• Student’s sex (male or female)  
• Teacher and grade (for example, Ms. Smith, 1st grade)  
• Date your child received his or her first dose of H1N1 vaccine  
• Type of vaccine received (shot or nasal spray)   
  
This information is needed to ensure that children nine years old and 
younger wait at least 21 days before receiving a second dose of the vaccine. 
If your child is not eligible to receive the second dose in school, you will be 
notified.   
  
If your child has already received the second dose, or you no longer want 
your child to receive a vaccination in school, you should contact your 
school’s H1N1 designee to withdraw your consent for your child to be 
vaccinated.  
  
Thank you for your cooperation.   
  
Sincerely,  
Jane R. Zucker, MD, MSc  
Assistant Commissioner  
Bureau of Immunization  
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene         

   _____________________________________ 
 
Curriculum... 

Upper Level Ex-missions 
 

Upper Level families are reminded to contact Sue Bonet (212-879-2296) to 
schedule a meeting with Dr. B. during the first week after the holidays. 
   _____________________________________ 
 
Curriculum... 

Elementary Reports 
 

All Elementary reports will be mailed home soon after the holiday break. 
   _____________________________________ 
 



 
Weekly 

Lunch Menu 
 

Monday 
 

Spaghetti Marinara 
Yellow Squash 

 
Tuesday 

 
Beef Hamburgers 
Potato Wedges 

Vegetable Medley 
 
 

Wednesday 
 

Chicken Tenders 
Tater Tots 

Broccoli & Cauliflower 
 
 

Thursday 
 

All Beef Hot Dogs 
Macaroni Salad 

Sweet Peas 
 

Friday 
 

Early Dismissal 
No Student Lunch 

  ____________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Middle School 
Tours and  

Open Houses 
_____ 

 
 
 
Little Red Schoolhouse 
& Elisabeth Irwin HS 
invites you to attend 

 
Middle School 

Tours and Open House 
 

Tours:   
Wednesday mornings,  
October – December 

272 Sixth Avenue  
(at the corner of Bleecker) 

 
Please RSVP to the 
Admissions Office 

212-477-5316 x210 
 

Students are welcome to 
join their parents for the 

morning tours. 
     
 
 
 

_____ 

 
Community... 
 

DramaZone  
now partnering with 

The Caedmon Birthday Party 
Program 

 

Exciting news regarding Caedmon 
Birthday Parties.... 
 
Caedmon has partnered with 
DramaZone, an award winning children's 
entertainment company and will be 
offering 3 new entertainment options for 
both Caedmon families and non-Caedmon family birthday parties.   
 
For more information, please refer to our website, or contact: 

Steve Slater (Caedmon families) at 917-842-8233 
Lisa Donofrio (non-Caedmon families) at 212-879-2296 

   _____________________________________ 
 
Community...  
 

Annual Fund Update 
Faculty and Staff Pledge 100% 

 

The Development Office is proud and delighted to 
announce that our Caedmon Faculty and Staff have all 
pledged to contribute to the Annual Giving Campaign 
for 2009-2010!  This is the third year that they have 
shown 100% participation in our effort. 
 
While it may seem contradictory for a teacher of staff 
member to contribute to a fund that pays their own 
salary.  A moment’s reflection tells us much more.  Our teachers know that 
Annual Giving backs more than their paychecks.  It helps to keep our 
program growing with new materials, better equipment, and invaluable NYC 
field-trip opportunities.  It also provides for their own professional 
development opportunities – seminars, classes, and workshops to inspire 
and inform their teaching at Caedmon.  In this sense, the faculty knows that 
they are giving to the children, just as Caedmon parents do. 
 
More importantly, by giving even a few of their hard-earned dollars to 
Annual Giving, our faculty and staff are saying that they understand how 
important it is for Caedmon to keep its tuition as low as possible.  They 
acknowledge that, in lieu of tuition costs that are prohibitive to all but the 
most well-to-do, we all must be willing to contribute to the best of our 
ability - families, employees, and trustees alike. 
 
Please join with the Development Office in thanking our teachers 
and staff for their participation.     
   _____________________________________ 
 
IMPORTANT REMINDER... 
 

Contract Renewals in January 
 

All returning Caedmon families should mark the following two dates on their 
calendars, pertaining to your renewal contracts for next year. 
 

January 21st, 2010 
New contracts will be mailed to you on or near this date. 

 

Friday, January 30th, 2010 
Your signed contract will be due back at Caedmon. 

 
There is only a ten-day turn-around for this process, so we want to help you 
think ahead.  Further reminders will appear in Inside Caedmon next month.  
   _____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 
The Dwight School 

Fall 2009--2010 
Open House Dates 

 
Open houses are held on: 

 
Wed, January 20th.  

 
Open housed are from 
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm.  

Please call the admissions 
office at 212-724-7524 or 
admissions@dwight.edu to 

reserve your spot. 
 

_____ 
 
 
 
 

The Hewitt School 
45 East 75th Street 

New York, NY 10021 
212.994.2623 

 
This year, Hewitt will be 
implementing math and 
English placement tests for 
students applying to 
grades 6 – 11.  We feel 
that these tests will help us 
assess students more 
comprehensively, and it 
will also give students an 
opportunity to showcase 
their abilities, especially for 
students who did not 
perform as well as they 
would have liked on the 
ISEE.  Each test will be 30 
minutes long and does not 
require preparation.  The 
tests will be given from 
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
on the dates listed 
below.  We will provide 
beverages and snacks.  In 
answer to your requests, 
we have expanded the list 
of dates.  
 
Tues, December 15th 
Mon, January 11th 
Wed, January 20th    
  
I will schedule the test 
date with each family 
either when they come in 
for their interview or over 
the phone.  Feel free to 
contact me if you have any 
questions or concerns. 
  
Dara Broxmeyer 
Assistant Director of 
Admissions, Middle and 
Upper School 
 

 

Montessori Quote of the Week 
 
 

“It is well to cultivate a friendly feeling towards error, to treat it as 
a companion inseparable from our lives, as something having a 
purpose, which it truly has.” 

_____________________________________ 
 
Curriculum... 

The Caedmon Music School 
Schedule Notes 

 

Here is a quick reminder to all music students that the Caedmon Music 
School semester runs until January 2010.  Our schedule is different from 
the After School Program.  Below are the last lesson days for the fall 
semester.  
 
DECEMBER 
Friday, December 18: No lessons, Winter break begins 
 

Monday, December 28 – Thursday, December 31: No lessons, Make-ups 
  
JANUARY 
Tuesday, January 5, 2010:  Lessons resume 
 

Wednesday, January 13:  Last Wednesday lesson of the fall semester 
 

Thursday, January 14:  Last Thursday lesson of the fall semester 
 

Tuesday January 19:  Last Tuesday lesson of the fall semester 
 

Wednesday, January 20:  MAKE-UP DAY CHECK WITH YOUR TEACHER, 
                    (Monday lessons, if possible) 
 

Thursday, January 21:  Last Thursday lesson of the fall semester 
                  WINTER RECITAL #1, 7pm at Caedmon 
 

Friday January 22:  Last Friday lesson fall semester 
 

Saturday, January 23:  Last Saturday lesson fall semester 
 

Tuesday, January 26, SPRING SEMESTER BEGINS 
 

Thursday, January 28:  WINTER RECITAL #2, 7pm at Caedmon 

   _____________________________________ 
 
Diversity... 

 
SAVE THE DATE!  

 
On Tuesday, January 12th,  

FACES 
Will once again host  

Nationally-known Speaker, 
 

Tim Wise 
 

Watch Inside Caedmon for Details… 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
 
Curriculum/Save-the-Date... 
 

The Caedmon Chorus 
 

Under the direction of Mr. Davidson (with accompaniment by Dr. B), will be 
performing for the entire neighborhood at... 

 

The Lenox Hill Community House 
331 East 70th Street 

Monday, December 14th at 4:45 pm 
 

All Are Welcome! 
   _____________________________________ 
 



 
Community... 

Caedmon in the Media 
 

Upper Level on Good Morning America! 
 

The Caedmon Upper Level students have been asked to join the Founder of 
the Pajama Program on CBS Early show this Saturday at 7:00am.  As 
many of you know, twice a year Caedmon children bring pajamas and books 
to support this wonderful community service project.  In addition, the 
founder of the program comes every year for an all Caedmon assembly. 
 
This year the upper level students extended their experience by assisting at 
the Pajama Program headquarters, boxing up the pajamas and reading 
books to the children.  This project certainly continues to support the 
Caedmon mission through work in the community. 
     

Caedmon Nursery in The New York Times! 
 

Watch for an article in the New York Times regarding the Caedmon 
Nursery, which is the first nursery of its kind for teachers/staff children 
among independent schools in NYC!  If you spot it, let us know! 
 

Lyric Davis-Watson on Law & Order! 
 

On Wednesday last, Upper Level student Lyric Davis-Watson played a role 
on a new episode of Law&Order SVU.   Tune in Friday evening on channel 
4 to catch a repeat of the episode. 

   _____________________________________ 
 
Special Events... 
 

SocRoc Saturday Classes! 
 

Registration is now open for two new SocRoc 
Saturday winter classes.  
 

The first session will be for 
3.5 to 5-year-olds from 9am - 9:50am. 

 

The second session will be for 
6 to 9-year-olds from 10am - 10:50am. 

 

First Class will be January 16th 
and will run for 10 weeks until March 20th. 

 

The cost is $300 per full session. 
 

SocRoc is a very popular afterschool class at 
Caedmon and currently SocRoc is the Highest rated 
Soccer program in New York City on GoCityKids.com.  
 

To register call James Christie at 917-703-0409 or Email 
at James_Christie11@Hotmail.com 

Lisa Donofrio  
Director of External Events  

The Caedmon School  
events@caedmonschool.org  

office (212) 879-2296; cell (914) 393-1724        

_____________________________________ 
 
Community... 

Photo Gallery 
Kindergarten Violin Orientation - 2009 

 

    
   _____________________________________ 
 



 
CFA News... 

Caedmon Gear Items Will be on sale  
Friday morning at the All-School Holiday Show! 

 

 
   _____________________________________ 
 
Community/Curriculum... 
 

THE CAEDMON SCHOOL DISCOVERY CAMP 
 

Download the attached registration 
forms and sign up soon! 

 
Director: Sarah Franklin  
Assistant Director: Melissa Watter  
Phone: (212) 879-2296 x305  
Fax: (212) 585-2643  
Email: Discoverycamp@CaedmonSchool.org  
Website: 
www.caedmonschool.org/discoverycamp.htm  
 

 
SUPPORT THE CAEDMON SCHOOL DISCOVERY CAMP 

BY GOING TO THE MOVIES! 
 

THE CAMP WILL BE RUNNING AN ADVERTISEMENT  
FOR THE NEXT 16 WEEKS AT THE MOVIES 

ON THE UPPER EAST SIDE AND LOWES 68TH STREET. 
 

 



 
Curriculum... 
 

Weekly Thank You Notes 
 

‘Tis the season when parents, relatives, and caregivers love to visit the 
classrooms and share stories and such about their varied holiday traditions.  
The children and teachers are grateful to:  
 

...Mrs. Hankin and Ms. Jenacaro for sharing Hanukkah 
traditions, and Mrs. Messing for presenting on Saint Nicholas in 
Mrs. Trinkle’s Kindergarten class.   
 
Ms. Dev (Aavya de Silva’s mom) for describing Diwali, Mr. and 
Mrs. Gourlay (Miette’s parents) for making gingerbread houses, 
and Mrs. Mendelson (Jacob’s mom) for talking about Hanukkah 
and making Latkes in Ms. Power’s class. 
 

Mr. Kretschman and Ms. Massaro (parents of Justin and 
Christopher Kretschman) for sharing Christmas stories (‘Twas the 
Night Before Christmas and A Christmas Carol) with Ms. 
Schneider’s Middle Level and Ms. Power’s Lower Level classes. 
 

The CFA extends a special thank to Gerilyn Smith & Lynne Burke for 
organizing and running this year's CFA Holiday Bake Sale.  And THANK YOU 
to ALL those families who baked, bought, and donated to make this 
fundraiser such a HUGE success! 
 
...and the WINNER OF THE GORGEOUS GINGERBREAD HOUSE RAFFLE IS 
SAM KASMAN (Middle Level).  Thank you to Caedmon moms: Susan 
Fennessey & Deborah Hankin for baking, decorating and donating the 
amazing gingerbread house- it truly is a work of art. 
 

_____________________________________ 
 
 

 

 
 
 


